MARKED-UP VERSION 
PAINT BRUSH HOLDER CONSISTING OF ONE PART 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

The present application is a 35 U.S.C. S 371 national phase conversion of 
PCT/IE2002/000150 filed 24 October 2002. 

The PCT International Application was published in the English language. 
BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present paint brush holder, being of spring content, intends to accommodate the 
option of resting a variety of types and sizes of paint brush on the paint brush holder while 
positioned on a paint container of varying type or size, without modifying or attaching any other 
part or component to the paint brush holder. The paint brush holder attaches to the rim of a paint 
container for the purpose of holding a paint brush while the paint container is in a stationary 
upright position with the lid removed, and also for holding the paint brush while carrying the 
paint container by its handle, with the Ud removed, as in the normal process of painting with 
paint brush and paint container. 
IBRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 1 shows the paint brush holder. 

Figure 2 shows a view of the paint brush holder in use. 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION AND DRAWINGS] 

As in accompanying drawings, the paint brush holder is of single part of spring material 
formed at nineteen positions to attain the desired shape for attachment to the paint container. 
By holding points 15,16 and 17 with the thumb and finger, point 1 1 can be placed against the 
inside rim of the paint container. When points 15, 16 and 17 are pulled towards the outer rim of 
the paint container, a gap is created that separates points 10, 11 and 12, fi-om points 14,15, 16,17, 
1 8 and 19, allowing the paint brush holder to be moved downwards on the paint container rim, 
and rested on the top edge of the paint container rim at points 9 and 20. 
When the grip is released by thumb and finger from points 15, 16 and 17, the spring content of 
the material creates a grip on the paint container rim, closing the gap that separates points 10,1 1 
and 12 fi-om points 14,15, 16,17, 18 and 19. 
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When the paint brush holder is in operational position on the rim of the paint container, 
point 6 would be closer to the rim of the paint container and lower than point 2. This creates a 
forward movement of the paint brush, causing a part of the paint brush handle further from the 
paint brush bristles to rest under point 2, and causing a part of the paint brush handle closer to the 
paint brush bristles to rest over and down on point 6. Acting on the inertia (forward movement) 
of the paint brush, and using this principle to create a grip on the paint brush handle, this 
suspends the paint brush bristles over the inner portion of the paint container. In addition, points 
1,3,5 and 7 inhibit lateral movement of the paint brush. 

Generally the present invention comprises a paint brush holder, formed of one 
continuous part from spring material, for allowing a user to position and to hold a paint 
brush on the rim of a paint container. With reference to the drawings and particularly 
Figure 1, the various sections and bends of the one piece paint brush holder are shown. 
Groups of the sections and bends form holding elements for attachment to a paint 
container and for holding of a paint brush and for integrally connecting the two (since it is 
a one piece unit). 

The paint brush holder comprises a paint brush receiving section shown as being 
comprised of connected but separately identifiable elements 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6 and 7. with each 
(except for end element 1) having an initial lead-in bend from the prior element and 
terminal lead-out bend to the next element (element 1 has only a terminal lead-out bend). 
The paint brush receiving section formed from elements 1-7, receives and holds a paint 
brush as shown in Figure 2. 

In accordance with the present invention and as shown in Figure 1, the paint brush 
receiving section is integrally connected to a container engaging section via connecting 
segments 8 and 9. The container engaging section is comprised of connected but separately 
identifiable elements 9, 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19 and 20 with each (except for end 
element 20) having an initial lead-in bend from the prior element and terminal lead-out 
bend to the next element (element 20 has only a terminal lead-in bend). The container 
engaging section includes a first part comprised of elements 10, 11 and 12 and lead in 
element 9 for biasing against the inside wall of the paint container as shown in Figure 2 and 
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a second part comprised of elements, 14. 15, 16, 17. 18, and 19 Twith lead out element 20) 
for biasing against the outside of the paint container (as shown in partial phantom in 
Figure2V A portion of the continuous material forms a transverse limb 13 which is directly 
integral with and connects the two container engaging section parts. Limb 13 connects first 
and second parts of the container engaging section which are in separate planes in order to 
engage opposite sides of a wall of a paint container. Limb 13 accordingly extends 
transversely between the planes and is physically located aboye the two p arts between the 
paint brush receiving section and the container engaging section. 

The first part (comprised of elements 10. 11. and 12) together with a transverse limb 
13 of the paint brush holder, define a generally rectangular shaped appearing section part. 
The first section part, as seen in Figure 1 is narrower and longer than the profile of the 
second part. As a result, in use, when the paint brush holder is attached to a paint 
container, as seen in Figure 2; the paint brush holder grips the container with the first part 
extending downwardly along the inside wail of the container and the paint brush holder 
allows placement of the paint brush in a position where bristles of the paint brush are 
positioned to be within the rim of the paint container. 

In structural configuration as seen in Figure 1. the paint brush receiving section, 
comprised of elements 1-7 has two parallel arms 2 and 6 with one arm 6 being lower than 
other arm 2, and the paint brush receiving section acts on the inertia of the paint brush 
such that when the paint brush is placed in the paint brush holder as shown in Figure 2 
and supported between the arms 2 and 6. the bristles of the paint brush are kept over the 
container so that any dripping from a paint brush received in the holder is directed into the 
container. 

End element 20 of second section part is s bent toward the first section part whereby 
element 20 and element 9 function as two container rim engaging parts for res ting on the 
rim of the paint container. 

Elements 15, 16 and 17 form a lever section extending out of the plane of the second 
part, which grips the outside wall of the container. The lever section extends away from the 
container and is formed to allow the paint brush holder to be gripped bv the user's thumb 
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and finger whereby when the first part is placed on the inside of the con tainer and the lever 
section is held bv a user's thumb and finger and is pulled aw av from the container, the 
paint brush holder can be pushed downwards onto the cont ainer so as to locate the first 
part along the inside wall of the container and the second part along the outside wall of the 
container such that when the lever portion is released, the paint bru sh holder grips the 
container. 

When a paint brush as shown in Figure 2 is held bv the paint bru sh receiving 
section, it is securelv resting on element 6 and is peripherallv secur ed at four points bv 
segments 3. 4 and 5. and the bend leading into element 7. This securing inhibits the lateral 
movement of the paint brush thereby allowing the user to ca rry the container bv its handle. 
as is necessary in the normal process of painting with paint contain er and paint brush. 
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